








Christmas Features 


THE DAWN OF A BETTER DAY 
By John Sutherland Bonnell 


THE SON OF THE FATHER—A Story 
By John M. Walker, Jr. 


THREE UNWISE MEN 
By Kenneth J. Foreman 
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Letters to the Editors 





Student Tells Why Candidates Lose Heart 





After a Handshake, No Interest 


To the Editors: 

In answer to Dr. Foreman’s article, 
“Where Are the Nine Hundred?” (OUT- 
LOOK, Oct. 13), I would like to ask a few 
suggestive questions. 

Many of our candidates for the ministry 
do fall by the way-side. Dr. Foreman 
figures that one out of three candidates do 
not complete their studies and become or- 
dained ministers. 

Why did they lose heart? I venture 
that each one of them seriously felt the 
call of God to the task. But were they 
properly encouraged? Did their presby- 
tery take any interest in them? Did the 
Committee of Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief of their home presby- 
tery keep in touch with them to cheer 
them on? Did the pastor, officers, and 
members of their home church encourage 
them with a letter of interest in them? 
If they became financially unable to con- 
tinue even with the aid of Dr. Boggs’ of- 
fice, did any of the well-to-do laymen of 
their home church or presbytery offer as- 
sistance? 

When a candidate is taken under care 
of presbytery he is given the right hand 
of fellowship, which is supposed to be 
enough support until he comes back with 
his Bachelor of Divinity degree and ready 
for ordination. 

Is it no wonder that many lose heart? 

A SEMINARY STUDENT. 

P. 8S.—My home church, ————, has 
shown interest in me, so I would rather 
not have my name printed. If you see fit 
to print this, I feel that it will be the 
general opinion of many Seminary stu- 
dents. 


Stand for Protestant Cooperation 


To the ‘Editors: 

Please sign or names to the statement, 
“For a Greater Protestant Cooperation” 
(OUTLOOK, Sept. 29). — 

JOHN C. WILLIAMS, Washington, Ark. 

F. CLAY DOYLE, Mt. Pleasant, Tenn. 
From Whiteville, N. C. 

JAMES R. KENNEDY 

W. H. POWELL 

W. G. PREVATTE 

PAUL W. WOODALL 

Cc. B. SEARS 

Oo. LL OWEN 

J. R. MARKS 

T. J. EDWARDS 


Austin Session Unanimous 


To the Editors: 

The Session of the University Presbyte- 
rian Church of Austin, Texas, in its 
monthly meeting December 2 voted unani- 
mously to go on record as favoring the 
continuance of our denomination’s mem- 
bership in the Federal Council of Churches 

GUS J. CRAVEN. 
Austin, Texas. 


Sees Act of Self-Preservation 


To the Editors: 

The Roman Catholic protest against the 
Reformation Day address of Dr. John- 
son of St. Louis in Birmingham, Ala. 
(OUTLOOK, Nov. 24), was to be expected. 
In fact, it was an inevitable act for self- 
preservation. Neither way could this is- 
sue be escaped. 

Dr. Johnson said that Protestants so 
named believe and affirm that the dignity 


of human personality is God-given and 
that in areas which challenge this belief 
human personality has been degraded. No 
Catholics are so dumb and uninformed 
as not to know what areas he had in 
mind. 

He went on to say that we do not need 
any intermediary between God and man to 
find forgiveness and salvation, and that 
no man-made hierarchy has right of dic- 
tation over man’s soul. He meant every- 
body to understand that intermediary to 
be the whole Roman church system from 
the paternalism of the parish priest on up 
from grade to grade to the holy father on 
his throne in Vatican City. Whoever re- 
ceives that cannot commune and worship 
with Protestants. Neither can he unpro- 
testing allow a voice on the air or a news- 
paper to come into his house that dis- 
credits his only source of hope of eternal 
salvation, as he is brought up to think and 
believe. 

Loyalty to the New Testament is the 
religion of Protestants. Loyalty to the pa- 
pacy is the religion of Roman churchmen. 
Their differences are irreconcilable. 
Neither can or will tolerate the contra- 
dictions of the other. Their attitudes are 
mutually destructive. Politically and edu- 
cationally thy exist in ceaseless warfare. 
And the sooner the populations of free 
countries know the fundamental rules and 
the history of these two cults, the sooner 
a second and greater reformation will 
come throughout all Christendom. 

J. L. BEATTIE. 
Abingdon, Va. 


On How Christ Returns 


To the Editors: 

Dr, MarYosip’s letter (OUTLOOK, Sept. 
29) takes Dr. MacLean to task for using 
poor theology in his article, “Which 
Church Would Jesus Join?” (OUTLOOK, 
Sept. 8). If Dr. MacLean’s theology is 
poor, Dr. MarYosip’s is much poorer. 
Doubtless neither would be able to pass a 
fairly stiff examination in eschatology. 

If we ask, “What Church Would Jesus 
Join?” we express doubt as to his coming. 
Jesus said, “I will come again” (John 14: 
3). We also by such a question show no 
understanding as to the purpose of the 
Second Advent. He will come as Judge 
and King (Isa. 2:1-4). Dr. MarYosip says 
that “Christ is not coming in the flesh.” 
This statement is nothing short of blas- 
phemy. There are many Scriptures in 
both the Old and New Testaments which 
speak of Christ’s coming in glory (Ps. 2; 
Isa. 2; Matt. 24; Acts 1:11; Phil. 3:20; 
tev. 1:7; 19:11-16, etc.) When Jesus 
arose from the dead he had a glorified 





Cover Picture 


The joy of Christmas giving shines 
from the faces of Judy Ann Lawrence 
and Nicholas Villanaga as they give 
86-year-old Mrs. Clara B. Hobush a 
homemade basket filled with fruit, 
popcorn and candy. Twenty-nine 
students of the Worley School, Can- 
ton, Ohio, recently visited the shut- 
ins at the Stark County Home for the 
Aged, bearing their gifts.—RNS 
Photo. 











body. He ascended in this body. Ana 
the Word of God says, “This same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:11,) 

I submit to Dr, MarYosip “and all his 
readers” that his theology is neither Cal]- 
vinistic or Pauline, nor is it Presbyte- 
rian. He can rest assured that when He 
comes again He will not be crucified. Nor 
will anyone dare say to Him, “Why, then, 
hast thou come to hinder us?” 

We will have a Christ-like church when 
the preachers and the church members be- 
lieve the Word of God and Christ is 
preached and lived. 

CARL H. PHAGAN. 
San Antonio, Texas. 


A Minister’s Soliloquy 


To the Editors: 
To study, or not to study: that is the ques- 
tion: 

Whether 'tis noble in the mind to suffer 

The slings and arrows of work poorly 
done, 

Or to take homiletic arms against a sea 
of lazy minds, 

And by opposing end them? 
to study; 

No more; and by a sermon to say we end 

The heart-ache and the thousand knocks 

That a minister is heir to, ’tis a sermon 

Devoutly to be wished. To study, to pre- 
pare; 

To sermonize: perchance to dream: ay, 

there’s the sermon; 

in that delivery of sermon what 

dreams may come 

When we have shuffled off this 
laziness, 

Must give us peace: there’s the respect 

That makes a studied sermon of so long 
life. 

With appreciation to Shakespeare. 
NBILL G. STEVENS. 


To prepare: 


For 


mortal 


Pine Bluff, Ark. 


Deserved or Not, We Like It 


To the Editors: 

Scanning back issues of THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN OUTLOOK for material to file, I 
am compelled to write you a “fan letter” 
that has been taking shape in my mind 
ever since I began to subscribe to your 
paper several months ago. My original 
purpose in taking THE OUTLOOK was to 
cultivate an understanding of my South- 
ern Presbyterian colleagues so I would 
be prepared for reunion when it comes; 
but the excellence of the paper makes me 
realize now it is one that I cannot afford 
to be without. 

My first impression was of the excel- 
lent editing and attractive format. It is 
an invitation to reading, unlike so many 
denominational papers printed on poor 
paper and without technical skill that 
knows how to command attention. Sec- 
ond, I get a lot out of Kenneth Foreman’s 
articles. And, third, Dr. Thompson's ex- 
position of the Sunday school lesson is al- 
ways a primary source for me when I 
have to teach a Uniform Lesson. Further- 
more your far-sighted view on the great 
issues confronting the churches, and your 
presentation of Dr. Niebuhr on some of 
these issues, is very stimulating to me. 

If more of my colleagues in the USA 
church read THE OUTLOOK, we would be 
confirmed in our conviction that we need 
the consecration and vitality of our South- 
ern friends in our fold. There are some 
ways in which we USAs are calling to 
you USs: “Come over to Macedonia and 
help us!” 

GEORGE L. HUNT. 
Wilmington, Del. 
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A Christmas is. for the World 


OH, LORD — 
HELP US To Live 
LIKE BROTHERS- 
SO THAT WE 
MAY HAVE 
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LaRoe Warns Against Trends 


Tells Cincinnati Meeting Democracy Can Be Endangered 


Cincinnati (RNS).—Undue_ concen- 
tration of power in Washington endan- 
gers this country as a Christian democ- 
racy, Wilbur LaRoe, Jr., Washington 
attorney and moderator of the Presby- 
terian Church, USA, declared here. 

Addressing 1,000 Presbyterians of 
this area, at an annual moderator’s din- 
ner, he declared that no government 
could call itself Christian which was the 
master and not the servant of the peo- 
ple. 

LaRoe was critical, too, of persons 
and communities which lean on the gov- 
ernment for help. 

“The concentration of too much 
power in Congress is bad enough, but 
we are on the way to Fascism if we 
lodge too much power in the executive 
branch of the government,” he asserted. 

He condemned Russia for maintain- 
ing “a vicious, vituperative, and men- 
dacious propaganda machine which 
works overtime.” He warned that co- 


operation between nations was not pos- 
sible in an atmosphere charged with in- 
vective and mistrust. 

The moderator told the Cincinnatians 
that the most important religious work 
of the Christian laymen was not done 
on Sundays, but ‘‘from Monday morn- 
ing until Saturday night in every area 
of life.” 

Touching on the structure of the 
Presbyterian Church, LaRoe said the 
election of a new moderator every year 
produced a serious lack of continuity of 
executive policy. He said also that the 
Presbyterian Church was weakened 
seriously by the lack of effective ma- 
chinery for transferring pastors from 
pulpits where they were misfits. 

The ‘“‘bishop”’ plan was not adaptable 
to his church, LaRoe said, but he in- 
sisted that “ a way should be found 
within the Presbyterian democratic pro- 
cess to correct an evil which is seriously 
hurting our church.” 


FC President Calls‘, # 
For Experts to Help 


In Economic Studies 


Taft Says Church Groups Have 
Missed Important Considerations 


Baltimore, Md. (RNS).—Charles P. 
Taft, president of the Federal Council 
of Churches, told a regional conference 
on the Church and Economic Life here 
that any discussion meeting on religion 
and economics should begin with talks 
by experts who know the various fac- 
tors involved. 

“Yet,” he said, ‘‘church groups, large 
and small, have not been doing it for 
thirty years.” 

The Cincinnati lawyer, referring to 
similar conferences held last year in 
Pittsburgh and Philadelphia, remarked 
that ‘“‘the principal lesson learned from 
these two meetings is the necessity of 
beginning any national, local or per- 
sonal study of the problem of the 
church and economic life with basic 
economic groundwork.” 

“With preliminary discussions by 
qualified persons in labor, business and 
finance,” Taft said, “you may not get 
far in one day in your conference on 
the problem of how Christian princi- 
ples may be applied to business and 
economic life. But, you certainly are 
going to be miles ahead of a quick and 
appealing presentation to a resolutions 
committee, followed by a unanimous 
vote of a convention, for the free-en- 
terprise system, or the alternative in 
favor of production for use instead of 
profit.”’ 


From 15 Denominations 


The meeting here was sponsored by 
the Maryland-Delaware Council of 
Churches and Christian Education and 
was attended by 135 delegates from fif- 
teen denominations. 

T. Guthrie Speers, pastor of Brown 
Memorial Presbyterian church here, 
who preceded Taft, declared, in his ad- 
dress, that “religion is linked with busi- 
ness life because the economic order is 
always doing things to people and what- 
ever happens to people is a Christian 
concern. 

“The economic order,” he added, “‘is 
a Christian responsibility, among other 
reasons, because brotherhood is a basic 
law of life and because of the moral su- 
premacy of God over the whole of life,” 
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Houston Church Wins Appeal 
On Property Assessment 

Austin, Texas (RNS).—The Texas 
Supreme Court has ruled that the City 
of Houston cannot collect taxes on 
property adjoining the First Presbyte- 
rian church for the period the church 
held the property as a vacant lot. 

The church had claimed tax exemp- 
tion on the vacant lot as a place of wor- 
ship, but the city contended an option 
to sell the property had given the 
church $645,000 plus $13,172 interest 
and therefore the lot, located in down- 
town Houston, was subject to tax. 


Sewannee Offers Courses 
For Ministers’ Wives 

Sewanee, Tenn. (RNS).—More than a 
score of young women are enrolled in 
classes here preparing for careers as 
clergymen’s wives. 

The courses are given by University 
of the South (Episcopal) and are said 
to be the first three-year curriculum of- 
fered by any American seminary to in- 
crease the effectiveness of the woman 





in her husband’s work. 

Leader in the program is Mrs. Robert 
F. Gibson, Jr., whose husband is dean 
of the School of Theology at the Uni- 
versity. Subjects taught by the faculty 
of six include church activities and or- 
ganizations, visual education aids, reli- 
gious education in the parish, church- 
manship, preparation for confirmation, 
pastoral counseling and the church’s 
teachings. 


One Great Church Out 
Of Question, Says Leiper 


Maplewood, N. J. (RNS).—Henry 
Smith Leiper, of New York, associate 
general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, expressed the personal 
view here that there never would be 
just one great church in the world. 
He spoke on ‘“‘The Future of the Church” 
at the 25th annual Middle Atlantic re- 
gional conference of the Interseminary 
Movement. 

Dr. Leiper contended that a single 
world church ‘‘won’t work.”’ He praised 
the cooperative efforts and mergers al- 





Gratitude Among Men and Nations 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





MERICA is girding itself for the 
largest effort in peacetime gener- 
osity ever attempted in world his- 

tory 

When it is remembered that we fool- 
ishly and unsuccessfully insisted on the 
payment of the wartime debts of the 
first World War and that we subse- 
quently rose to the political maturity 
of the wartime lease-lend policy and 
that now we will engage in an almost 
equal venture of aid during peacetime, 
it will not be altogether unjustified to 
pause for a moment and congratulate 
ourselves on this growth in political and 
moral maturity. 

But we had better pause for only a 
moment. For we will have to learn one 
more difficult lesson. That is the les- 
son of doing our duty without the en- 
couragement of gratitude. We need not 
expect too much gratitude for the help 
which we will render Europe and Asia. 

A wise British observer recently spec- 
ulated upon the possibility of Ameri- 
cans becoming ‘‘fed-up”’ with their pol- 
icy of generosity when they became 
aware of the lack of gratitude for their 
aid. There will be some gratitude of 
course, but not too much. If we should 
resent this fact, we will have to remind 
ourselves of how difficult it is to achieve 
the grace of gratitude in all human re- 
lations. 

It is actually much easier to give 
graciously than to receive gratefully. 
For the recipient of favors is always 
harassed by the necessity of maintain- 
ing his dignity, which he feels threat- 
ened by the necessity of asking for or 
receiving favors. 

If we should deplore the hidden re- 


sentments which will express themselves 
to some degree among the recipients of 
our generosities, it may be well to re- 
member that these resentments have 
their own justification. 

Men and nations will, instead of be- 
ing grateful, make two rather critical 
judgments of our generosity. They will 
say that in the ultimate instance we 
are adopting this policy in our own in- 
terest; and they will say, as Christ said 
of the rich givers in the temple, that 
we are giving “of our superfluity.” They 
will, in other words, note that our kind 
ness is mixed with self-interest and that 
the disparity between our wealth and 
their poverty will still be very great, 
even after we have given. 

Our critics will be right on both 
counts. Nations are incapable of pure 
generosity. If it were not in the in- 
terest of our nation to adopt the policy 
of the Marshall Plan it would not be 
adopted, though it would not be adopted 
either if there were not some genuinely 
generous impulses among our people. 

Furthermore we are so wealthy and 
Europe and Asia are so poor that we 
have no right to expect too much gra- 
titude from people who will remain 
rather desperately poor and who would 
hardly be human if they did not envy 
us for our wealth. 

Let us therefore learn to do our duty 
without the reward of gratitude and 
let us also learn to discount the seem- 
ing spitefulness of ingratitude. It is 
the inevitable consequence of weakness. 
It is also the fruit of truth. For the 


strong are never quite as generous to- 
ward the weak as they think they are. 
—(Copyright, 1947, by RNS.) 
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ready achieved by the various denomi- 
nations, and called for further efforts 
along these lines. 


FEDERAL COUNCIL VOTE, 41-12 








Presbyteries marked * below have 
changed their vote since the same ques- 
tion was faced in 1937-38. Where all pres- 
byteries in a synod have voted, ¢ follows 
the synod’s name. 


AGAINST 
ALABAMA 
Tuscaloosa, 28-10 Birmingham, 27-11 
*E. Ala., 36-10.. 


FOR 


APPALACHIA 
Knoxville, 30-13 *Abingdon, 24-21 
Holston, 27-17 


ARKANSAS 
Washburn, 9-1 
*Pine Bluff, 14-12 


FLORIDA 
Suwannee, 38-7 
*St. Johns, 56-33 


Florida, 24-9 


GEORGIA 
Athens, 15-6 
*Cherokee, 18-7 
*Savannah, 18-9 
*Augusta, 12-12 


KENTUCKY 
Transylvania, 20-1 
Lex.-Ebenezer, 28-0 
*Guerrant 
*Muhlenburg 


LOUISIANA 
MISSISSIPPI 


Miss., 18-8 *North Miss, 12-7 


MISSOURI?+ 
Potosi, 
Lafayette, 
Upper Mo. 
*Missouri, 16-6 
*St. Louis, 18-5 


12-3 
13-5 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Albemarle, 27-4 
*Fay’vl, 44-34 
W.-Salem, 37-11 


OKLAHOMA 
*Indian 
Durant, 13-1 
*Mangum 


SNEDECOR MEMORIAL 


*"N. & S. C. 
*Ethel 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
*Congaree, 11-8 Charleston, 18-8 
Bethel, 23-20 
Pee Dee, 23-22 
Enoree, 37-23 


S. C., 28-9 
TENNESSEE 
Columbia, 17-7 
*Nashville, 25-13 
TEXAS 
Paris, 19-14 *Brazos, unanimous 


Central Texas 
*Dallas, 31-12 

El Paso 
Texas-Mexican, 23-1 
*W. Texas, 58-8 


VIRGINIA 
Lexington, 29-1 
*Roanoke, 37-11 
E. Hanover, about 70-3 
WEST VIRGINIA 


Greenbrier, unanimous 
*Kanawha, 45-5 
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Introducing Our Contributing Editors 
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The Dawn of a Better Day 


By JOHN SUTHERLAND BONNELL* 


‘y HE BIRTH OF JESUS marked the dawning of a bet- 
ter day for man. We do well to remember at this 
Advent Season that Jesus gave to mankind a new 

conception of God. 

George Eliot, the English novelist, said: 


“I¢ Jesus of 
Nazareth had 
taught us 
nothing more 
than that God 
is our father, 
He would still 
have been the 
greatest bene- 
factor of the 
race.” 


This precept 
is enshrined 
in a prayer 
which Jesus 
gave to his 
followers. It 
is found in the 
opening words 
of that prayer: 





Dr. Bonnell 


“And he said unto them, when ye pray, 
say, Our Father which are in heaven.’’ 


Certainly this doctrine in a unique sense belongs to 
Jesus. He originated it. That does not mean that no one 
before Jesus’ advent ever called God ‘“‘Father.’’ Three re- 
ligions in addition to Christianity have at least mentioned 
it—Zoroastrianism, Hinduism, and Judaism. The first re- 
ligion barely refers to it. The second, Hinduism, describes 
Indra, the chief among a multitude of deities, as ‘‘the most 
Fatherly of Fathers.’ Yet the Hindu Scriptures describe 
this self-same deity as a drunken braggard who bosts of 
his indifference to his worshippers. So the term “father” 
as applied to this Hindu deity is only a passing appellation. 

In Judaism, there are twenty-five passages which speak 
of God as “Father,’’ but always it is as the Father of his 
people. It is the nation, and not the individual, to whom 
the writers refer. 

We must turn to the New Testament and especially to 
Jesus if we are to discover this lofty teaching in its pris- 
tine glory. 

Passing from the Old Testament to the New, one becomes 
aware of a change of climate, not unlike a traveller jour- 
neying from the temperate zone into the tropics. The 
Prophets of the Old Testament talk about the greatness, 
the wisdom, the justice, the power, the righteousness of 
God. 

But lofty and moving as were these concepts, they were 
still limited, partial, fragmentary. They concealed as much 
as they revealed. The Prophets sensed that there was a 
Divine Secret yet untold—a revelation yet to be made of 
the very heart of God. Jesus made it. In Bethlehem and 
in Galilee, in Nazareth and on Calvary, he spelled our 
God’s new name, and it was that truest and dearest name, 
“Father.” 

Not only did Jesus teach the Divine Fatherhood, but he 
lived it, so that men could glimpse something of God’s 
eternal character. In one moment of complete self-disclo- 


*Dr. Bonnell, announced here Sept. 22 as one of the new 
contributing editors of this paper, is minister of the Fifth 
Avenue Presbyterian (USA) Church, New York. He is 
also the radio minister of National Vespers, succeeding 
Harry Emerson Fosdick last year. 





sure, on the night of the betrayal, he said: 
“He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.” 


Since God is our Father, we have a claim upon him and 
can approach him in love and trust. We come to him no 
longer as suppliants to a sovereign, but as children to their 
own father. As Wordsworth puts it: 


“To God himself we cannot give a holier name.” 


It is understandable to the learned and the ignorant, to 
the philosopher and to the child. 

To know God as Father makes human life meaningful 
and intelligent. Without such knowledge it has no rea- 
sonable beginning and no worthy ending. It becomes as 
Macbeth says: 


“A tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 
signifying nothing.”’ 


The Fatherhood of God is the only rational basis we 
possess for belief in the brotherhood of man. There is no 
explicit reference anywhere in the teaching of Jesus to 
human brotherhood. It is a doctrine of the Christian faith 
because it is an inescapable inference of the Divine Father- 
hood. Here, in truth, is the only solid foundation upon 
which the United Nations can build an enduring edifice of 
peace—the brotherhood of man, rooted and grounded in 
Jesus’ conception of the Fatherhood of God. 





A Christmas Prayer 


I 


Give me the eyes to see 
The signature of God in words of flesh, 
The regnant splendour of humanity 
In living witness from some humble creche. 
For me, no purple robe, no boasted diadem, 
But God aglow within a crib in Bethlehem. 


II 


Give me the grace to know 
That blackest night is but the bed of day; 
The ebon skies against which spectres grow 
Are resting harried pilgrims on their way. 
Tuck fears to sleep within the feathered folds of night 
And marshall forth stars as harbingers of light. 


III 


Give me the will to serve 
With eager heart the God who walks the earth. 
When fiercest doubt has pierced me through, preserve 
In constancy the testament of birth: 

The birth of bounding life through One who conquered death 

And from a hallowed manger pledged the living breath. 

John Gray Rhind. 

Northminster Presbyterian Church, 
Columbus, Ohio. 
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The Son of the Father 


A Christmas Story 
By JOHN M. WALKER, JR.* 


OSHUA MOVED CLOSER to his fire. The night was 
J cold and these hours after midnight seemed coldest 

of all. No warming blanket of clouds covered the hill 
country of Judea. The last vestige of heat from yesterday’s 
sun seemed to have disappeared starward. A waxing moon, 
already near the western horizon, made whiter the snow 
which had fallen earlier in the evening. Out on the 
hills Joshua could see the tiny points of light marking 
the watch-fires of other shepherds. But he had little time 
for noting fires or sheep. Two miles above him to the 
southeast upon the brow of the slope was the Herodium, 
that grim sprawl of masonry known as Herod’s fort. Ear- 


lier in the evening he had heard the distant bray of trum- 
Except for the torches 


pets, but now all was quiet there. 
it might have been Herod’s 
tomb instead of his fortress. 
But the signal lights showed 
Herod very much alive. As 
if, thought Joshua, they 
were his evil eyes forever 
peering down at Bethlehem, 
the royal city of a true king 
of Israel. 

But quiet as it was, the 
Herodium was Joshua's re- 
sponsibility. A scant thirty 
yards away from his fire ray 
the road that spanned the 
four miles between the He- 
rodium and Bethlehem. 
North of Bethlehem near 
Rachel’s tomb on the Jeru- 
salem road were Zaddock 
and the others. The first 
movement of soldiery from 
the fort would send him fly- 
ing over the sheep path, 
gaining with every stride the 
precious minutes that would 
enable the robbers to vanish 
into fortress hills of their own. Robbers they were by the 
grace of Rome, which was, thought Joshua, a fine name for 
the only true patriots left in the country. But that was all 
you could expect from the big thieves who wore Roman 
armor, and the likes of Herod, whom even the Romans 
found hard to stomach. Had not even the Emperor de- 
clared that he would rather be Herod’s pig than Herod’s 
son. 

However it might be about being called robbers, Joshua 
was proud to be among the Zealots—proud that at seventeen 
he was accepted by the men who were rallying to Judas 


of Galilee in his fight against the new taxation. His heart 
glowed with the great rallying words of Judas. ‘Taxation 
is no better than an introduction to slavery.” His own 


father had fallen in the fight against the Roman-Edomite 
oppression and now it was his sacred duty to carry on his 
father’s struggle. Already he had won his prized nick- 
name, Barabbas, son of the father.t Now Zaddock was 
trusting him to keep track of Herod’s soldiers while the 
Zealots did their night’s work. If the Alexanderian tried 
to reach Bethlehem that night his gold would speedily find 
its way to work for the cause. Zaddock’s men could take 
care of any soldiers quartered in Bethlehem, but it was 
imperative that the garrison of the Herodium should not 
appear by any working of ill chance. 

The hours by the fire passed slowly. Joshua was already 


tSome manuscripts of Matthew read Jesus (Joshua) Bar- 
rabbas for Barabbas. 





shepherd enough to find a wakeful night on the hills quite 
natural. He would have liked nothing better than to have 
followed the calling of these far-sighted weather-beaten 
men, who were as much at home in the night as in the day. 
If only Herod and his father’s death were a bad dream of 
which he could rid himself on waking. A cold wind was 
blowing from the east coming off the heavy grey mists 
that always shrouded the Dead Sea at night. It was over 
those eastern mists that Joshua first noticed the strange 
star. Perhaps it was glowing so brightly because the moon 
had already disappeared into the Mediterranean. Still it 
was dimming the other stars as if it were determined to 
succeed the moon as the queen of the night. Such a star 
Joshua had never seen before. Surely God’s hand was in 

= it. There to the south was 
: the little town of Tekoa 
from which long ago Amos 
had watched these heavens. 
Joshua thought of his words: 


“The Lord of Hosts is 
his name, that maketh 
the seven stars and 
Orion, and turneth the 
shadow of death into 
the morning.” 


Death turned into morn- 


ing. If it only could 
be! As young as he was, 
Joshua, son of the father, 


knew a great deal about 
death. He knew what the 
Romans did to Zealots when 
they caught them. A cru- 
cifixion is a terrible sight, 
and it becomes a nightmare 
when the writhing victim 
has been joining in the jolly 
tales about the fire the very 
week before. If that great 
star, like a heavenly magnet, could draw all the crucifying 
out of men’s hearts, all the greed that made men want to 
tramp with iron feet over the little countries. If it could 
draw the evil out of the hearts of men like butcher Herod. 
But that was not likely, thought Joshua, not even by a 
special miracle. Some men would always crowd and push 
and trample on the meek and crucify the honest. That 
great star was all very beautiful, but it would take more 
than a far-away star to heal this troubled earth. The only 
thing for a man of spirit to do was to fight back and end 
up like as not on accross. Joshua shivered and stirred the 
embers of his fire. 

It was not the music that startled him first. It was the 
light. The whole slope across the road where the nearest 
shepherd fire had been was suddenly bathed in a wonderful 
light. From whence it had come there was no way of tell- 
ing. One thing was certain, its brilliance put him in mind 
of no earthly color. It was as little as if the hillside had 
been covered by a massive pearl which was its own light. 
Every shrub and rock within its bounds was clearly visible, 
yet the darkness on Joshua’s side of the road was quite un- 
affected. At its first appearing he had sprung to his feet 
in wide-eyed amazement. Crowding sensations of fear, cu- 
riosity, and wonder were rushing through his mind. And 
then he heard it. It came faintly at first like an echo, and 
then stronger like the chanting of the mighty temple 
chorus, the loveliest music Joshua had ever heard. It was 
just that music that must come from the appearing of such 
a light, as if colors, seen for the first time by human eye, 
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were singing their own exalted song. But it was not 
only the song of colors and the east wind, it was also a 
song with words,—words that sounded clear as temple bells, 
words in the tongue Joshua understood. 


“Glory to God in the highest, 
On earth peace, goodwill toward men.” 


Swell after swell came the chorus, so loud it must surely 
wake the countryside and yet so soft, that Joshua knew 
he would never have heard it unless he had been awake 
and listening. He had the feeling that he was hearing not 
with his ears but with his heart. 

The light was fading now, and the song was but an echo, 
persisting as if the hills were loathe to hear it cease and 
would repeat it forever. Joshua found himself upon his 
knees without the faintest idea of how long he had been 
there. Then it was that he heard in the distance the sound 
of running feet, the noise of earth which sounded like cal- 
culated blasphemy after the heavenly song. Quickly he 
scrambled down through the bushes to the roadside. There 
was barely time to crouch behind a boulder before four men 
came running abreast, running toward Bethlehem. They 
passed him in a moment, but he saw they were not soldiers 
but shepherds. That they were running to Bethlehem be- 
cause of the light and the song Joshua never doubted. An 
impulse seized him to speed after them; to cry out the 
thronging questions of that night of wonder. But that 
could not be. In the songless darkness was the Herodium 
and in it were the crucifiers, while over against Bethlehem 
brave men were doing desperate things for freedom, de- 


The Light Is 


WILL NEVER FORGET, and it will always remain 
] as a promise with me, what happened among us in 

the prison cells of Dachau during Christmas, 1944. 
The non-Roman Catholic inmates were permitted to hold a 
divine service, the Roman Catholic Christians having their 
own. Altogether we were fifteen special prisoners, seven 
of us were non-Catholic, and among these seven I was the 
only pastor. I was expected to conduct a service in one 
of the cells. I was not merely the only pastor, but also the 
only German. They were an English colonel, a Dutch 
minister of war, two Norwegian ship owners, a Serbian 
diplomat and a Macedonian journalist. 

It was on the 22nd of December that we received per- 
mission for the service. In my cell, I asked myself: How 
can I proclaim the Christmas message to those six men 
so that the fact that I am a Ger- 
man does not from the start in- 
validate its effect? They all be- 
long to nations which are filled 
with a glowing hatred of anything 
that is German! 

Turning this over in my mind, 
I sat in my cell on December 24, 
and did not know what I should 
do and how I should begin. Then 
there was a knock and in came 
the Dutch minister of war, accom- 
panied by his S. S. guard, and 
said: “It will sound strange to 
you. I have come to speak to you 
in the name of tonight’s congre- 
gation. We six have a big request 
for you. We would like to take 
Holy Communion with you after 
the sermon.”’ And there, on Christ- 
mas, 1944, in the midst of war 
we celebrated Holy Communion 
together, Englishman, Norwegian, 
Dutchman, Serb, Bulgarian and 
one German. “Peace on earth td 
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pending on the faithfulness of the son of the father. 

Back by his watch-fire his mind raced with thoughts. 
What if that star which still hung so bright had done the 
very thing he longed for? What if its light had come down 
to earth with the music of a great rejoicing to make an 
end to the long knives and the crucifyings? Again his 
heart was back in the words of the prophets. This time 
it was the roll of Isaiah: 


“The people that walked in darkness have seen 
a great light; they that dwell in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the light 
shined.”’ 


Above his head the great star seemed brighter than ever. 
Yes, there was more of the prophet that he remembered. 


“For every battle of the warrior is with con- 
fused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this 
shall be with burning and fuel of fire.’’ 


Joshua drew out his long knife and with its point toyed 
with a glowing ember. Was there any fire hot enough to 
consume the iron used for the slaughter of men. If there 
were its light would surely be like the glow he had seen 
on the hillside. And then Joshua laughed aloud. He had 
remembered the next words of Isaiah: ‘“‘For unto us a child 
is born . . .’’ And what he said was this, ‘“‘Wouldn’t it be 
strange if a baby has been born tonight in Bethlehem?” 





*Pastor, First church, Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 


Still Shining 


men of goodwill,” to men, who through Jesus Christ the 
Savior of sinners, have been given the Peace with God.— 
MARTIN NIEMOELLER in his addresses in various Ameri- 
can cities during the past year. 


Emmanuel---God With Us 


OD OF LOVE, in whose Providence thy world once 
echoed with the heavenly songs of “Peace on earth, 
goodwill to men,’”’ we beseech thee once more to glad- 

den thy people with the light which centuries ego shone 
round about the hills of Bethlehem. Renew in us the Christ- 
mas faith, that remembering how thou gavest us thy Son, we 
may dare to believe that with him thou wilt freely give 

: us all those things for which he 
makes us long—brotherhood and 
righteousness and mercy. Shed 
abroad throughout the earth his 
friendliness, until ancient ani- 
mosities are forgotten, and lin- 
gering prejudices disappear, and 
no want goes unrelieved, and all 
mankind bows before the Prince 
of Peace. As once more we take 
upon our lips the Christmas songs 
and Christmas truth, let thy Word 
be made flesh again in human life, 
and Love Incarnate walk the ways 
of men. Be to our waiting earth 
once more Emmanuel—God with 
us. AMEN. 


— MORGAN PHELPS NOYES 
(Adapted). 





The light shines in the dark- 
ness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.—John 1:5 (RSV.). 
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EDITORIAL 


A Christmas Wish 


ae this Christmas season the editors 
welcome a large number of new readers 
to these columns. They look upon them 
as members of a great family in many 
parts of the world and they anticipate 
a continuing fellowship in Christian 
service in the years to come, 

Not only do we extend to these new 
friends our sincere good wishes at this 
season, but we also pause to express our 
gratitude for such people as our: 

1. Subscribers. 

2. Editorial Family. 





3. Correspondents and Contributors. 

4. Directors and Stockholders. 

5. Office Staff. 

6. Advertisers, 

7. “Presbyterian Associates.” 

8. One-a-Year Club. 

9. Auxiliary Secretaries of Litera- 
ture. 

10. Associates who help to produce 
the paper. 


11. Friends and well-wishers every- 
where. 

To one and all we send 
wishes for a joyous Christmas. 


best 


our 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
Do the Carols Mean Anything? 


When Brooklyn’s assistant superin- 
tendent of schools recently banned the 
singing of Christmas carols from the 
schools, only to be forced a few days 
later to rescind his order because of 
mounting protests, he was evidently act- 
ing in good faith even though many of 
his patrons quickly insisted that he was 
mistaken. He was, as he said, seeking 
to spare the children of non-Christian 
faith any possible hurt. 

One prominent Jewish leader, a for- 
mer state solicitor, joined the discussion 
in favor of the carol singing, saying 
Jews would do well to accept it as part 
of the community life. A distinction 
must be made, he went on, between re- 
ligious symbols which represent a his- 
toric part of the community scene, and 
those which do not. 

This matter is made difficult because 
of two considerations: (1) We Prot- 
estants do not wish to force others, or 
to be forced ourselves, into acts of re- 
ligious significance or import; (2) we 
are not quite satisfied to sing our hymns 
or the Christmas carols as simply a part 
of ‘community custom.” These carols 
have meaning; they summon us to new 
devotion and dedication, else they 
deaden our spiritual sensibilities, 

One thing which makes our hearts 
rejoice is the evangelistic atmosphere of 
the Christmas season. What else in the 
world, at any season, compares with it, 
with the air literally filled with the 
message of the Christian faith and con- 
viction: “Joy to the world, the Lord is 
come! Let earth receive her King!” 

No, we want to respect the rights of 
all and we do not want to force our 
faith upon others in ways in which we 
would not want others to force theirs 
upon us or upon our children, but at the 
same time, we are not content to let 
our Christmas message become simply 
a part of the social tradition around us. 
All too much which should be vital, 
compelling faith has become just that 
already, 


GUEST EDITORS 


Toward Peace Among Men 


Hear the Christmas 
Phillips Brooks: 





challenge of 


Lift up yourself to the great 
meaning of the day, and dare to 
think of your humanity as some- 
thing so Divinely precious that it is 
worthy of being an offering to God. 
Count it a privilege to make that 
offering as complete as_ possible, 
keeping nothing back, and then go 
out to the pleasures and duties of 
your life, having been born anew 
into His Divinity, as He was born 
into our humanity on Christmas 
Day. 


When we support those United Na- 
tions agencies, already hard at work, 
which aim to exalt the dignity of the 
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human individual, we are ‘‘keeping 
Christmas” in a deep sense. The World 
Health Organization seeks to give to 
each child born on the earth the heri- 
tage of a strong body. The Eco- 
nomic and Social Council struggles to 
raise the standard of living for all peo- 
ples. Woman, still degraded and op- 
pressed in portions of the world, is 
helped at long last to gain her rightful 
position through the efforts of the Com- 
mission on the Status of Women. No 
group of people is so small or so obscure 
that it cannot bring its grievances be- 
fore the General Assembly. The Eco- 
nomic and Employment Commission 
strives to establish a world order in 
which no person shall be deprived of an 
opportunity to use his abilities in con- 
structive work. In the preamble to the 
constitution of the United Nations Edu- 
eational, Scientific, and Cultural Organi- 
zation, we read: ‘‘Since wars begin in 
the minds of men, it is in the minds of 
men that the defenses of peace must be 
constructed’; and UNESCO fights to 
eliminate illiteracy so that no human 
being is hampered from reaching his 
rightful human stature by being de- 
barred from modern knowledge.— 
KEEPING CHRISTMAS AND BUILD- 
ING WORLD PEACE, The Church 
Peace Union. 


The Sure Foundation 


The hope of the world lies in the 
Christmas message: Immanuel, God 
with us. Today some are looking to 
political machinery to fashion a new 
earth, some to social security, some to 
humanitarian sentiment and ethical en- 
deavor. We need these things indeed; 
but unless there is a surer foundation 
we shall be heading straight for dis- 
illusionment, Not man’s self-sufficiency 
but God’s redemptive action, not mere 
human planning on the horizontal level 
but the inrush of a new power from the 
beyond—tthis is our supreme need now. 
In short, Christ is (albeit often unrecog- 
nized) the Desire of all nations, the 
Hope of the ends of the earth._—_ JJ AMES 
A. STEWART, New College, Edinburgh, 
Scotland. 


Beautiful Indeed 


“Miss America’’—beautiful Barbara 
Jo Walker of Memphis, Tenn.—has 
spurned another offer from Hollywood. 
That’s to the further credit of a rare 
young lady whose choice as the nation’s 
leading beauty in 1947 catapulted her 
overnight to national fame and opened 
the door to Hollywood and riches. 


But she will have none of it. She’d 
prefer, instead, to stay in Memphis, 
teach her Sunday school class, and 


await the time when she and her medi- 
cal-student fiancee can be married and 
make a good American home together. 

It is refreshing, indeed, to have 4 


“Miss America” who can’t be deluded 
by the glittering lights of Hollywood. 
She has proved that her beauty is more 
(Ss. C.) 


than ‘‘skin-deep.’’—Florence 
Morning News. 
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THREE UNWISE MEN 


A Meditation for Christmas Eve 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“It is written; I will destroy the wis- 
dom of the sages. I will confound the 
insight of the wise.” I Corinthians 1:19, 
Moffatt. 


rg HE WISE MEN, turning homeward, 
traveled with no star to guide. 
Perchance sore doubt descended 
on their weary minds. If the light of 
faith was in them, it was but a spark 
in ashes, for from the east none came 
again to worship Him. 

In Bethlehem, under the golden star- 
light, all had been plain. Now on the 
long highway, in the cold desert morn- 
ings, with naught but the wisdom of 
the wise to guide them, their minds 
were hard beset with questionings, and 
they began to be afraid. 

“I wish we could have been certain,” 
said one. ‘‘That family is very poor. 
They are displaced persons, they live in 
borrowed lodgings. Long before the 
frankincense has lost its fragrance and 
the myrrh its perfume, the gold will 
all be gone. They will have to sell our 
gifts, they cannot afford to keep them. 
It will be years before that child is 
grown. One cannot be a king without 
wealth, and of wealth he has no hope.” 

“It is true,’ said another sadly. 
“Without wealth how can one be wise? 
It cost my family heavily to send me 
to the school of the sages and to keep 
me there. Who will be this child’s in- 
structors? How can he come to us, how 
could he go even to the upstart Greeks 
for learning? How can he attain that 
knowledge of the world that comes only 
to those who travel far and meet the 
great men of the earth?” 

“Aye,’”’ said the third. ‘The destruc- 
tion of the poor is their poverty. But 
it is not poverty alone that will ham- 
per him, it is obscurity. Of his own 
people, how few were aware of his com- 
ing! His family is no great one, they 
are carpenters, I am told.” 


the second. 

“Royal line—of what? Of a 
slave people, without hope of winning 
again the land of their fathers. Or if 
this be the prince royal of the house of 
David, and if by some miracle he could 
restore the ancient throne, what of it? 
A desert chieftain was David, his little 
kingdom scarce three hundred miles 
from end to end—a king only because 


B's HE IS of the royal line,’’ said 


greater kings had not yet coveted his 
barren land. Let the child be king if 
he can—the real rulers of the earth will 
make short work of him.” 

“Poor and obscure though he be,” 
said the first wise man, ‘I could have 
hope of him but for one thing. The 
penniless and the unknown have made 
their way to power ere now. But they 
had men to guide them, not women; 
sages, not carpenters. That Joseph is 
a feckless man. I see naught in his past 
but toil, and for the future, death is in 
his eyes. He is not long for this world 

. and then Mary the mother is all 
this child will have. A village girl, 
young, unschooled, without even the ex- 
perience she might have learned from 
mothering other children. Let her give 
him of her best, as mother-like she will, 
and what is that? A stream can rise 
no higher than its source. A peasant 
woman may suckle an infant king, but 
his power and his glory come not from 
her. Even if she has her way with him 
—and what mother can?—she will but 
make him like herself, womanish and 
weak.” 


NE STAR shines for him,” said the 
second, “‘but the other stars seem 
all against him. In some more fa- 

vored era his star might have prevailed, 
but not in this. Even now, among the 
seven Roman hills, is born the mightiest 
empire this world has ever seen. His 
own land is filled with superstition, with 
beggary, with hatred. Clever knaves 
wear the high priest’s robe, adulterers 
and murderers sit upon thrones. In a 
wiser, happier age a child might thrive, 
but this is no time to be born.” 

“T saw a star upon his cradle,” said 
the third, “but I see no starlight on 
his dying head. Either he will sink into 
the mire of the world, or if he try to 
stand erect it will engulf him. He will 
be a sign to be spoken against. Suspi- 
cion will poison his fame, hatred will 
lay snares for him, the heel of the 
mighty shall crush him. We have lent 
adornment to a tragedy, we have but 
embellished the beginning of a dream.” 

‘“‘My masters,’”’ said a young camel 
driver who had heard these words and 
more, ‘‘in the presence of the wise and 
prudent, speech is not comely for babes. 
Nevertheless ye speak but as men. What 
if it is God who has so willed it? His 
ways are not as our ways. What if 
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God has so chosen, that out of weak- 
ness and poverty, in the face of the 
power and the glory of the nations, out 
of the night of man’s despair, a new 
kingdom shall rise, not made with 
hands? Our world has seen the gleam- 
ing of silver and of gold, and been made 
blind by it, we have had sages and pro- 
phets and kings, and we are as we were 
before. All we have seen is the greed 
of the strong and the bitterness of the 
weak. What if now God speaks to us 
in a child—what if this be His child?’’ 

The wise men fell silent. And in that 
silence, down the listening years they 
might have heard a wiser man: 

“God has chosen what is foolish in 
the world to shame the wise; God has 
chosen what is weak in the world to 
shame the strong.” 





| We Presbyterians 


By ARTHUR V. BOAND 





8. DANIEL SHAW GAGE 

One of the great souls of the church 
whom Presbyterian North and South de- 
light to honor is Dr. Daniel Shaw Gage 
of the Westminster College faculty of 
Fulton, Mo. A graduate of the college 
in which he has taught for 57 years, 
Dr, Gage was once a student at McCor- 
mick Seminary of Chicago, and received 
his Ph, D. degree from Wooster Uni- 
versity of Ohio, now Wooster College 
(USA.). 

“Danny Gage’’ as he is affectionately 
known to hundreds of former students 
was licensed by Springfield Presbytery, 
USA, and ordained by Missouri Presby- 
tery, US. He has taught Greek, Bible 
and Philosophy at Westminster since 
1890, and is said to have been instru- 
mental in turning more young men to- 
wards the ministry and the foreign field 
than any college or university professor 
in America, On the occasion of the 50th 
anniversary of his professorship, he was 
signally honored by the General Assem- 
blies of both the US, and USA churches 
upon the recommendation of the Board 
of Christian Education of the USA 
Church and the Executive Committee of 
Christian Education and Ministerial Re- 
lief of the US church. Westminster Col- 
lege is under the joint control of the 
Synods of Missouri, US and USA. 


Mitchell College 


A coeducational institution distinctive 
in Christian ideals. Presbyterian. 
Founded 1856. Fully accredited aca- 
demic work first two years of college. 
Outstanding departments in music and 
business. Approved for veterans. Resi- 
dence for women and single men. Lib- 
eral scholarships. Moderate rates. Cat- 
alog P. A few vacancies now for sec- 
ond semester which begins Jan. 26, 
John Montgomery Pres., Statesville, 
N. C. 













































INVEST IN YOUNG LIFE 
For particulars, write 


Dr. W. B. Guerrant, Pres. 


Austin College 


Sherman, Texas 


Founded 1849 





The Austin College Association Hall 
is the oldest student YMCA building 
west of the Mississippi River 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Charleston Churches 
Unite in Big Effort 


West Virginia News Letter 

The 30 Presbyterian churches and 
chapels in the Charleston area, repre- 
senting a total membership of more 
than 8,000, have begun an all-out ef- 
fort on the Program of Progress, 
launching it with a week of visitation 
evangelism which had an immediate re- 
sult of 484 decisions to unite with the 
church. The opening round in this pro- 
gram saw the great municipal auditor- 
ium of Charleston drawing together 2,- 
500 to 3,000 Presbyterians for a service 
at which Thomas K. Young, of Mem- 
phis, was the speaker. Dr. Young un- 
derscored the urgency of the Program 
of Progress and the opportunities it 
offers for a forward movement in the 
church. Evangelism Director H. H. 
Thompson, Atlanta, and D. B. Walthall, 
religious education regional director, 
led the visitation program during the 
week when 1,166 prospects were visited 
by approximately 300 callers. Charles- 
ton’s First church and Bream, both al- 
ready having more than 3,000 mem- 
bers, each received 117 signed cards 
from people who during the week ex- 
pressed the desire to join those 
churches. George Vick, pastor of the 
First church, had large responsibility 
for planning and directing arrange- 
ments for the Charleston campaign. 
















1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1947 


A Christian Liberal Arts College 
Where Reverence for Spiritual Realities 
Is United With Rigorous Scholarship 
Enroll Now for 1948-1949 
Edgar G. Gammon, President, Hampden-Sydney, Va. 





























dents. 
which they are prepared. 


priority. 





Southwestern at Memphis 


Announces that a limited number of well prepared students with serious 
purpose, including some dormitory residents, may be admitted for the second 
semester, beginning February 3, 1948, since a number of those now in at- 
tendance, because of the accelerated summer program of twelve weeks, will 
have completed their courses at that time. 

Beginning classes in the laboratory sciences, French, Spanish, English, 
mathematics, Bible, speech, history, and economics will be open to such stu- 
Those transferring from other colleges may enter advanced classes for 


Applications for admission in September, 1948, are now being received 
and will be acted upon as promptly as possible. Early applications receive 


Address inquiries to The Registrar 
Southwestern at Memphis 
Memphis 12, Tennessee 
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Visitation Gains Results in 
Huntington and Elkins 

In the follow-up of a survey con- 
ducted recently in Huntington, 98 de. 
cisions were secured by representatives 
of the First church of that city. The 
survey was part of an earlier church 
school enlargement program in which 
all the Presbyterian churches partici- 
pated. From 27,962 persons about whom 
information was secured, 2,408 were re- 
garded as prospects for church mem- 
bership. Members of the First church, 
in 1,400 visits, found only 175 live pros- 
pects while 50 more were added from 
other sources. These 225 prospects 
yielded the 98 new members. Other 
Huntington churches will conduct visi- 
tation programs soon. In Elkins, the 
Davis Memorial church has conducted 
another campaign, gaining 73 decisions 
in a three-day effort. 


Ryburn to Lead Home Missions 
And Evangelism in Kanawha 


With the opening of the new year 
F. M. Ryburn, now pastor of the South 
Charleston church, will begin his new 
work for Kanawha Presbytery, em- 
phasizing the visitation evangelism pro- 
gram in all the churches and giving 
part-time direction to home missions. 
Financial support for this work is be- 
ing secured by the presbytery’s Men- 
of-the-Church organizations. 


Bingo Ruling Says Churches Are 
Responsible for Criminal Acts 

West Virginia’s Attorney General Ira 
J. Pretlow held in an opinion recently 
that bingo games are illegal in this state 
and that religious, charitable and be- 
nevolent groups that conduct them are 
liable to criminal prosecution. Pretlow’s 
inquiry was in answer to a query from 
the Ohio County prosecutor, Charles 
Ihlenfeld, whose inquiry grew out of 
an anti-gambling campaign in Wheel- 
ing. The Attorney General ruled that 
bingo was a lottery and not a game of 
skill. Prior cases on the subject, Pret- 
low said, ‘“‘serve to show that even & 
religious organization is not immune 
from prosecution for its criminal acts; 


and if religious organizations are not 


protected by any inherent immunity, 
most certainly benevolent or charitable 
organizations would not be so protected. 
Sponsorship of bingo games by churches 
and charitable groups has been wide- 
spread in West Virginia.—(RNS.) 


Here and There 

More than 225 young people of Blue- 
stone Presbytery met at Westminster 
church, Bluefield, last month for their 
annual rally. . . At its fall meeting, 
Bluestone Presbytery made suggestions 
about the proposed plan of Presbyterian 
reunion and overtured the General As- 
sembly to call a five-year moratorium 
on discussion of the Federal Council of 
Churches and also the question of re 
union. . . . Kanawha Presbytery will 
discuss the Plan of Reunion at its mid- 
winter meeting in the Putney Memorial 
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Church, at Reed, January 8... . Exe- visitation evangelism program in the 
cutive Secretary Wade H. Boggs, of the Richmond area. All classes were sus- SYNOD CORRESPONDENTS 
con- Louisville committee, will speak to Ka- pended during the week and students 
8 de nawha Presbytery at the same meeting received nine periods of classroom in- 
on the need of the Ministers’ Annuity struction and were assigned to the vari- 








Correspondents for the year from the 


atives various synods are listed below: 

The Fund. ous churches for the visitation. In ad- Alabama, R. B. McNeill, Fairfield High- 
senile ALFRED MONTGOMERY. dition to these visitors one group sur- mee” Se i eee ae 
which Charleston. veyed a large rural community near eet , 


Knoxville, Jan. 27. 
Richmond preparatory to a program of Arkansas, I. H. Williams, Monticello, 


a CAMPUS NEWS personal evangelism there. . . . Thirty Dec. 16. 











soa students gave Union Seminary the larg- Florida, Geo. H. Ricks, Miami, Jan. 13., 
. . est representation at the regional con- Georsia, S. R. Oglesby, Atlanta, Jan. 6. 
mem- Sengle Wins Book Prize ference ef the Tate i M t Kentucky, C. G. Gunn, Louisville, Jan. 13. 
1urch, At Yale Divinity School © interseminary Movemen Louisiana, Warner DuBose, Jr., New Or- 
pre " - Sanit Seating Beedk in Maplewood, N. J., recently. Profes- jeans, Feb. 3. 
al wil mn 1 mn applica a ty sof sor Donald G. Miller was one of the Mississippi, R. S. Woodson, Yazoo City, 
. an terlan woe ns hed A nt speakers at this conference which drew Feb. 24. 
pec been awar c) a oO ll ew 00 representatives from seven states... . Missouri, F. W. A. Bosch, Springfield, 
Other Prizes for exceptional ability in the Fi d Dec. 23. 

: “ ive students of Union Seminary and North Carolina, Paul Tudor Jones, High 
t visi field of New Testament Literature, ac . 

the Assembly’s Training School made Point, Jan. 20. 

8, the cording to an announcement by Dean 


jucted Weigle. Pri £ $100 an exchange visit to the Moravian Col- Oklahoma, H. Grady James, Wewoka, 
Lather A. Weigle. Frises © are lege and Theological Seminary, Bethle- Fe- 17. 
Snedecor, A. R. Batchelor, Atlanta, Jan. 6. 
hem, Pa., not long ago, and they look 


South Carolina, Connolly Gamble, White- 
for a return visit by the Moravians in wire, Dec. 30. 


sisions awarded yearly to students excelling in 
philosophy, ethics, literature and his- 
tory. Last spring Sengle won one of 





Dew Pri i ie nineties February. This program is in line with Tennessee, A. Clarke Dean, Memphis, 
the geen ne ngs stu ge yn efforts of the Interseminary Movement Dec. 23. ; 
taining the highest pro ciency n © to acquaint various Protestant denomi- Texas, Gus J. Craven, Austin, Feb. 17. 
7 year public reading of the Scriptures. He Virginia, B. E. Bain, Lynchburg, Feb. 10. 
isa 1946 graduate of Davidson College uations with the prinsijies and pee- West Virginia, A. B. Montgomery, Jr., 
South 8a & ge grams of sister denominations. Charleston, Feb. 3. 
Ss new and is from Washburn Presbytery, Ar- 
» em- kansas. 
2 Country Church Award at 
giving 


Columbia Seminary Announced 


Davidson College 




















a Wilbur Parvin, of Bradenton, Fla., is , 
the winner of the first Indiantown 
| Men- Country Church Award at Columbia Builds 
Theological Seminary. The prize was ¢ For Citizenship 
made possible by a $5,000 endowment ® For the Church 
established by the three Stuckey broth- ® For Tomorrow 
ers in memory of their parents who : : 
ral Ira were members of the Indiantown church John R. Cunningham, President 
ecently near Hemingway, S. C., and is to recog- 
is state nize each year the member of the mid- 
nd be- dle class who does the best and most 
2m are original work in a rural parish during 0 U E E NS C 0 L L f G E 
etlow's the summer months. Parvin, now a 
y from senior, is a graduate of the University Charlotte 7, N. C. 
Sharles of Florida and a veteran of the last war. 
out of it eames wad: ein ob Oe Calm Intellectual attainment will be neces- 
yes church near Winnsboro, S. C. sary for leaders of future generations. 
2d thai 
ame ot § §ighteen Austin Students HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President 
t, Pret- Attend Interseminary Meet 
even & Eighteen Austin Presbyterian theo- “~ 
mmune logical students attended the recent 
41 acts; Southwestern Interseminary Conference 
are not at Phillips University, Enid, Okla., Help by December 3] 1947 
munity, where Henry Smith Leiper represented 9 
aritable the ecumenical movement in its out- Mail in your gift or pledge or send through your Church Treasurer. 
otected. Teach across America and through the 
hurches World Council of Churches across the “Synod’s Permanent Committee on Educational Institutions has received 
world. Austin’s Dean James I. McCord from Presbyterian Junior College for Men a report on its financial campaign 
n wide- 
) led the seminar on “The Ecumenical which shows progress, but also the’ necessity of raising in cash or pledges 
Church in the Local Community.” $44,800 before December 31, 1947, if conditional pledges totaling $15,000 are 


. to be paid. The Committee heartily commends this institution to the churches 
Westminster Group to Meet in 





of Blue- Hattiesburg sa: alee of the Synod, and expresses agthag that wd a ote pay in cash or sub- 

minster iiiadees Seadieberten atndekts t scribe this $44,800 in time to claim the conditional pledges. . . . This would 

or their i. Oe meet the requirement for the conditional pledges and aid in securing accredi- 
® Westminster Fellowship will hold tation of the college by the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary 

meeting, J ter annual meeting in the First | gcnools,"—Action of Committee on November 17, 1947 

gestions church, Hattiesburg, in February. ; ; ‘ : 

byterian Robert S. Woodson, R. L. Landis and Gifts up to 15q% subject to deduction from Federal Tax. All gifts acknowl- 

eral AS § Douglas Harper compose the committee edged by Business Manager and entered on Book of Remembrance. 

ae Preparing the program. 

il o ati P 

oe ro | Students Engage in Send your gift in time to 

ery will | Week of Visitation PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE, BOX B-1, MAXTON, N. C. 

its mid- Union Seminary’s student body 








femorial Yorked intensively during the recent 








Cross Examination 


To further clear the atmosphere con- 
cerning Spiritual Mobilization’s expanding 
crusade in behalf of Freedom, 


Q: Is Spiritual Mobilization a front for 
big business or any other interests? A: 
No, and never has been. 

Q: Is Spiritual Mobilization anti-Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America? A: No. Its Director is a Con- 
gregational representative in the Federal 
Council and deeply devoted to all inclu- 
sive church movements. 

Q: Has the National Association of 
Manufacturers contributed to the organi- 
zation? A: Never one cent. Nor has any 
other association or party. 

Q: Where does your money come from? 
A: From pastors and men in all walks of 
life who believe Freedom is in peril here 
and with vigorous effort may be saved. 

Q: Is it true a wealthy man gives very 
large amounts to your treasury? A: No. 
We have never accepted more than five 
thousand dollars from any source in any 
year. 

Q: Do you plan to make any political 
use of lists you gather? A: Absolutely 
none. Our lists are destroyed when they 
have served their intended use. Our or- 
ganization will terminate its existence as 
soon as our citizenry becomes more aware 
of Freedom’s peril—and the clergy more 
aroused to its responsibility on Freedom’s 
behalf. 

Q: How many pastors participated in 
your Columbus Day preaching program? 
A: 25,066. 

If you have other questions send them 
along. The little group that has spread 
false rumors about us seems to have be- 
come silent. We covet expanding fellow- 
ship of understanding among the clergy. 


James W. Fifield, Jr., D. D., 
Founder and Director 


SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 
(Since 1934) 
Log Angeles 


Advisory Committee 


DONALD J. COWLING, President Carleton 
College 1909-45; ROGER W. BABSON, Sta- 
tisticlan; WILLIAM F. BRAASCH, Board 
of Directors, American Medical ssocia- 
tion; ELY CULBERTSON, Author, Lec- 
turer: CARY EGGLESTON, Physician; 
DEWITT EMERY, Founder National 
Small Business Men’s Association; EDGAR 
J. GOODSPEED, Bible Scholar and Lec- 
turer; THEODORE GRAEBNER, Profes- 
sor Theology, Author; ALFRED 7. 
*HAAKE, Economist, Lecturer; ALBERT 
W. HAWKES, United States Senator; SAM 
HIDDINBOTTOM, Missionary; RUPERT 
HUGHES, Author; RUFUS B. VON KLEIN- 
SMID, Chancellor, University of Southern 
California; ROBERT A. MILLIKAN, Cali- 
fornia Institute of Technology; FELIX 
MORLEY, Editor, Human Events; AL- 
FRED NOYES, Author: NORMAN VIN- 
CENT PEALE, Clergyman; VEONARD E. 
READ, President Foundation for Eco- 
nomic Education, Inc.; ROBERT GORDON 
SPROUL, President, University of Califor- 
nia; John JAMES TIGERT, President, 
University of Florida; LYMAN WILBUR, 
Chacellor, Leland Stanford University. 


Chicago New York 


SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 
Title Guarantee Bidg. Dept. P. 
Los Angeles 13, Calif. 


I am a minister of a church and inter- 
ested in the program of Spiritual Mobili- 
zation. Place me on your Representative 
List and send me your free publications. 


0., 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Olin M. Whitener, Leakesville, Miss., 
to 606 Lake Dot Circle, Orlando, Fla. 

Marion F, Reynolds, Eagle Lake, 
Texas, will become pastor of the South- 
minster church, Houston, Texas. 

Charles A. Harper, from Charlotte, 
N. C., to 1017 E. Exchange St., Union 
City, Tenn. 

W. J. Gipson from New Orleans, La., 
to 827 Spring St., Jackson, Miss. 

The E. H. Hamiltons have moved 
from Tsingkiangpu, Ku., China, to 
Suchowfu, Ku, China. 

J. Phillips Noble, formerly at Mc- 
Donough and Timberridge churches, 
near Atlanta, Ga., will soon be installed 
pastor of the Second church, Greenville, 
S. C. 

James L. Robinson, formerly of Mont- 
gomery, Ala., is now serving as pastor 
of the Sardis and Mt. Zion churches, 
Route 3, Jefferson, Ga. 

A. J. Van Puffelen, McKinney, Texas, 
has accepted a call to the Westminster 
church, Dallas, Texas. 








DR. PRICE INJURED 
P. Frank Price, now 83, veteran mis- 
sionary to China, narrowly escaped 





RABUN GAP-NACOOCHEE 


SCHOOL 
Rabun Gap, Ga. 


Fully accredited senior high school. 
Christian infiuences. Moderate rates, 
Work opportunities, Scholarship aid. 
Dr. George C. Bellingrath, President 











St. Catherine’s 


An Episcopal country school. Grad- 
uates in leading eastern colleges. Also 
general course. Music and Art. Fire- 
proof buildings. Riding and other out- 
door activities all year. Pool. 
Founded 1890. 

Mrs. Jeffrey R. Brackett, Headmistress 
Box Z, Richmond, Va. 








INTERESTING FACTS 
ABOUT MILK........... No. 10: 
Milk is a good source of Vitamin 
B1 the vitamin which helps 
us to keep steady nerves! 


DAIRY CO. 


“The Home of Better Milk” 
1810-18 W. Main St. Dial 5-28388 
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serious injury recently while returning 
to his home from a round of visiting 
in the Florence, S. C., hospital at aboyt 
7:00 P. M. It was raining at the time 
and Dr. Price stepped from the curb to 
avoid a mudpuddle when a passing cay 
struck him a glancing blow, stopping 
only long enough to see him rise to his 
feet again, then drove off. He wa; 
treated in the nearby infirmary for , 
cut on his head and thigh and _ bruise 
sustained. Only a few days afterwarg 
he was able to be in the pulpit of th 
Florence church where he preached the 
sermon of the day. 


CITIZENSHIP TROPHY 

Philip A. Roberts, pastor of the 
Farmville, Va., church was awarded the 
Citizenship Trophy for outstanding 
civic work during the past year. The 
award was made at the first Civic Day 
Observance, sponsored by the Business 
and Professional Woman’s Club, which 
was attended by 2,000 persons. Friends 
commenting say, “This award received 
wide acclaim as it was highly deserved. 
Mr. Roberts’ civic service has been 
largely for the youth and young adults, 
though he has been active in Red Cross, 
Rotary and other civic organizations 
and projects.” 


PROGRAM LEADERS 

R. D. Bedinger, superintendent of 
home missions for Central Mississippi 
Presbytery, is being loaned to his 
synod’s Program of Progress committee 
for the next six months in the capatity 
of campaign director. 

J. M. Gilbert, formerly pastor of the 
James Lees churhc, Louisville, has had 
the pastoral relationship dissolved i 
order that he may become director of 
the Program of Progress in the Synods 
of Kentucky and West Virginia. 


RELIGIOUS EMPHASIS WEEK 

Marc C. Weersing, Jackson, Miss., & 
sisted in the Religious Emphasis Wee 
program at Millsaps College (Methe 
dist) in Jackson recently. 

Manford G. Gutzke, Columbia Senl- 
nary professor, has been secured to lea 
the Religious Emphasis Week program 
at Belhaven College, Jackson, Miss., {0 
February. 


NEGRO CHURCH 
W. J. Gipson, formerly of Ne¥ 
Orleans, has begun his work as pastor 
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of Faith Chapel in Jackson, Miss. Oper 
ing service was scheduled for December 
14 in an Army chapel, moved from # 


nearby camp, The building, completely 


renovated, has been paid for in full. 


















Richmoné—Phone 8-1808 








GRANT DRUG CO., Inc. 


Let us fill your 


PRESCRIPTIONS 


610 KE. Broad Street 














Open All Night 
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rain! BIBLE STUDY 
isiting 
- about 
e@ time 
Urb to 
ing car 
Opping 
> to his 
le was 
r fora 
bruiss§ we study this week our final lesson 
2rwarés § in the Book of Revelation—a book writ- 
of the# ton by John, the Seer, about 95 A. D., 
hed the§ on the eve of the great Domitian per- 
secution, to encourage the church to re- 
main firm in the face of approaching 
danger. 
of the Chapters 21 and 22, which are the 
‘ded the most familiar and beautiful in the book, 
standing § describe the glories that shall follow the 
ir, The® church’s final victory over the powers 
ivic Day § of evil, the holy city which comes as the 
Business § fulfillment of human history, 
b, which As Earl L. Douglass has put it: 
Friends § “Christianity has a definite philosophy 
received § of history. It teaches that world events 
leserved, § will some day come to a consummation. 
as been} Humanity will not just stagger on 
g adults, | through the ages, characterized by vio- 
ed Cross, | lence and pain, only to plunge finally 
nizations | into ruin. The New Testament is in- 
sistent that at a definite time the affairs 
of this life will be wound up, and this 
trmination will not be something into 
ndent of | ¥hich humanity stumbles, but some- 
lississippi } thing that will definitely be brought 
. to his § out under the providence of God. 
ommittee § Or lesson today deals with that ful- 
> capacity fllment of history. It is intended to 
eneolrage the believers of every age to 
tor of the @ "ise their eyes from the chaos of a 
, has had world where sin and confusion prevail 
ssolved in § the perfection of that heavenly order 
irector of which God will eventually usher in.” 
he Synois§ This thought raises a number of 
ia. Westions in our mind. When, where, 
adhow will the New Jerusalem come? 
‘K What will its characteristics be? Who 
vil share in its joys? These are the 
, Miss. @ westions that we shall now attempt to 
asis Weel uswer, 
e (Metho 
l When, Where, and How Will It 
nbia Semi Come? 
red to leal 1. Where? Some say on earth and 
k or meinheaven. The last is the popular 
n, Miss. "Hiev in the church, perhaps because 
these beautiful words are read so often 
atthe burial of our dead, or perhaps be- 
false it seems inconceivable that such 
y of New ‘nditions should ever prevail here on 
k as pastor tarth, And yet as we read the passage 
Miss, Operf*fully the scene does seem very 


r Decemberf*ititely to be set here below. John 
ved from #f, “I saw a new heaven and a new 
, completelyf"t.” As Dr. Donald W. Richardson 
in full. ‘ints out, the word “new” that is used 
te ““does not mean that the heaven 
(the earth which John saw are now 
the first time brought into being. 
Y are the old heaven and the old 
1, but they are transformed, they 
'‘a new aspect, a new character, 
‘ted to a new end.’ The old will 
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God’s Eternal Rule 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 28 


Revelation 21:1-7, 22-27. 


die and a new will issue from its tomb.” 
The new heaven in this case means a 
new sky, a new firmament, not a new 
heaven in the sense in which we ordi- 
narily use the world, for that needs no 
renewal. Furthermore John tells us 
plainly that this New Jerusalem comes 
“down out of heaven’’; it can not there- 
fore very well be in heaven. 

It is, however, a vision that John 
sees, and Cady H. Allen may be correct 
when he suggests that we should re- 
gard it ‘‘as a pictorial representation of 
the ideal life toward which the Kingdom 
of God is moving forward, to be pro- 
gressively realized in this world, yet 
consummated only in the next.” That 
leads us to the second question— 

2. How? The consummation of the 
vision, the perfection of the social order, 
according to John, will come not as a 
result of man’s effort, not through the 
natural processes of evolution, but 
through divine intervention. In verse 
two, for example, John sees the Holy 
City, New Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God (cf. also verse 10). 
In verse five he hears the voice of One 
sitting upon the throne say, ‘‘Behold I 
make all things new.” But the fact 
that Christians look for a new heaven 
and a new earth to be established 
through the divine agency does not 
mean that they are relieved thereby 
from doing what they can to build a 
better world, or that we cannot progress 
toward the ideal, or that we shall share 
in the final victory if we have not done 
our part. (See Rev. 12:10-11.) 

8. When? This is a question which 
no one can answer, The Bible Revela- 
tion suggests that the new heaven and 
the new earth will come as the consum- 
mation of human history, after the re- 
turn of Christ. But Jesus said that we 
could not know the exact time, or even 
the general period (Acts 1:8), that he 
himself did not know, that no one knew 
but the Father (Mt. 24:36). 


Il. What Are its Characteristics? 


It will, says John, be ‘‘a new heaven 
and a new earth’’—new, we have seen, 
in the sense of being transformed, new 
in its quality, 

“IT saw a new heaven and a new 
earth,” says John, ‘for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed away.” 
Again in vs, four he says, ‘‘the former 
things have passed away’’—i. e., the 
things which belong to the first heaven 
and the first earth, the whole order of 
things which existed in the first crea- 
tion are passed away. It is a new world 
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which John sees, arising from the decay 
and wreck of the old. 

The heart and center of this new uni- 
verse will be the Holy City, the New 
Jerusalem. <A city means that there 
will be not only transformed individ- 
uals, but also a transformed society. A 
holy city means that ali its life and ac- 
tivities will be consecrated unto God. 
But what will life be like in this new 
social order, when Christ rules over the 
affairs of men? The picture that John 
gives is not comprehensive, but sugges- 
tive. It includes at least three funda- 
mental thoughts: 

1. Fellowship with God. When God’s 
ideal has been realized, says John, men 
will live in perfect harmony with God. 
There will be complete and perfect fel- 


lowship, This is suggested by the figure 
of the bride (21:2, 9) and the son 
(21:7). Personal relationships at their 


highest and best are symbols, metaphors 
that suggest something of the rich fel- 
lowship that men will then hold with 
God, The idea is developed more fully 
in 21:3, 22; 22:3-4. “Behold the dwell- 
ing of God is with men. He will dwell 
with them and they shall be his people 
and God himself will be with them... . 
And I saw no temple in the city, for its 
temple is the Lord God the Almighty 
and the Lamb. . . . His servants shall 
worship him; they shall see his face and 
his name shall be on their foreheads.” 

It may seem strange to us at first 
that John envisages a city without a 
temple—without a church building we 
should say. But the temple is only a 
symbol—a symbol of God’s presence, a 
place where one hopes through worship 
to meet with God. And in the New 
Jerusalem God will be present—not in 
symbol but in reality, ‘Its temple is 
the Lord God, the Almighty and the 
Lamb.” As Dr. Douglass has said, 
there shall be no temple or churches in 
the New Jerusalem because “religion 
and life will not be separated... 
wherever men are, and in whatever they 
do they will be serving God and wor- 
shipping him. There will be no shrines 
because every place will be a_ shrine. 
There will be nothing designated as holy 
because all things will be holy. This is 
the heavenly ideal—the whole of life 
sanctified and dedicated to God.” 

Can men worship God today if they 
do not seek to serve him in their daily 
life? Can men continue to worship God 
or to serve him, in this present world if ° 
they abandon the worship of the sanc- 
tuary? 

The same thought is found again in 
22:3-4: “The throne of God and of the 
Lamb shall be in it and his servants 
shall worship him; they shall see his 
face.” ‘‘Moses, the man of God, begged 
that he might be allowed to see the 
glory of Jehovah but he was permitted 
to catch only a fleeting and partial 
glimpse of the divine radiance (Ex. 
33:12-23). What was forbidden to even 
the great prophets of history is the 


daily experience of all the citizens of 
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New Jerusalem—to ‘see his face.’ An 
intimacy between God and man hitherto 
impossible is now to be constantly en- 
joyed” (Allen: The Message of the 
Book of Revelation—Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury Press). All the barriers that sep- 
arate God and men in our present life 
have been removed. Fellowship is com- 
plete. 

This perfect fellowship with God 
really includes the next two points in 
John’s picture. 

2. The End of All Evil. “The sea 
was no more.” This item may surprise 
those of us who love the ocean in all its 
varied moods. But John’s words are 
to be taken not literally, but symbol- 
ically. The Jews did not like the water 
at any time; for John, exiled on Patmos, 
the sea meant isolation, separation from 
his loved ones, and loneliness. There 
shall be room for none of these in the 
world which is to come, 

And there shall be no more sorrow— 
old sorrows shall be forgotten, and 
nothing else shall arise to give one pain 
(21:4). Of course that involves no 
more sin (21:8, 27). Both are in- 
cluded perhaps in 22:3—-no more curse. 
And no more night (20:25; 21:5). 

These are all negatives, but meaning- 
ful negatives. No words have brought 
more comfort to sorrowing hearts. No 
goal seems more desirable. No more 
sorrow, no more sin, no more curse, no 
more night. 

What are some of the things which 
will have to be eradicated if that goal 
is to be achieved, if we are to make any 
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measureable progress in the right di- 
rection? Can we afford to sit down with 
folded hands and wait, because the 
promise has been given? 

83. The Fulfillment of All Good. It 
is easier to describe the evils which will 
be eliminated in the perfect society than 
it is to describe the goods which are to 
be enjoyed. John falls back on imagery, 
which only the dull and unimaginative 
would interpret in exact and literal 
fashion. Thus the measurements of the 
city. No one thinks there will be a city 
1500 miles in length and breadth and 
height. The figure of the cube indicates 
perfection, And so with the jasper 
walls, the pearly gates and the golden 
streets. They describe poetically, not 
photographically, the glory and the 
beauty and the splendor of the new 
heavens and the new earth—all that 
one’s heart could desire. But there are 
three elements which call for further 
comment, 

(1) Life. In 21:6 we hear God’s 
voice: ‘‘To the thirsty [I will give water 
without price from the fountain of the 
water of life.” In 22:1-2 we have the 
familiar picture of the river of water of 
life, proceeding out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb; and on this side 
of the river and on that side the tree 
of life. Without going into particulars 
these figures suggest that we shall have 
in the world to come not only eternal 
life, unending life, but also abounding 
life, all that is needed to make life com- 
plete and full; satisfaction of all of 
one’s yearnings and desires. The leaves 
of the trees will heal the scars caused 
by suffering or by sin and bring ample 
recompense for all previous hardships. 

(2) Light. John speaks much of the 
light to be found in the heavenly city. 
In 21:11 it is likened unto a precious 
stone. In 21:23 we read: ‘“‘And the 
city has no need of sun or moon to shine 
upon it, for the glory of God is its light, 
and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light 
shall the nations walk.” And in 22:5, 
“And night shall be no more; they need 
no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord 
will be their light.” Light is probably 
used here as a symbol of the truth. The 
light of God’s truth shall illumine every 
mind, all that obscures vision, or is an 
imperfect representation of the truth, 
shall be done away, 

(8) Love, ‘His servants shall serve 
him, and they shall see his face, and his 
name shall be on their foreheads and 
they shall reign forever and ever.’ 

(22:3-4 RV). There is a familiar story 
of a monk who in his early life, after 
having studied this book with some 
companions, was asked by his teacher 
which promise in the book seemed to 
him the most attractive. He answered, 
“His servants shall serve him.” Many 
of us are grateful that we can look for- 
ward not to a place of everlasting idle- 
ness, but to a place of continued useful- 
ness. As Dr. Richardson has written: 








“In the future world, man’s purified 
powers and capacities will be expressed 
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in fuller service, free from all the 
laborious elements that make work ip 
this world so often a thing of toil and 
pain. One of the chief joys of heaven 
will be the joy of loving service.” Sery. 
ing Christ we shall participate in his 
authority and sway. And so ‘‘they ghalj 
reign for ever and ever.”’ 

This was the victory that was 
promised to the Christians of the first 
century as they faced persecution, triby- 
lation and martrydom, And this is the 
victory held out to us as we still carry 
on “the struggle against sin and up. 
righteousness, against ignorance and 
poverty, against irreligion and secular. 
ism, against class hatred and intolerant 
nationalism, against war and exploita- 
tion and all the hosts of darkness, 
Sin banished, evil overthrown, death 
abolished, man living in unbroken fel- 
lowship with God and enjoying all the 
spiritual blessings this companionship 
brings, Christ ruling in sovereign svu- 
premacy and his principles controlling 
the motives of men... .’’ (Allen.) And 
that brings us to our final question: 


Ill. Who Will Share Its Joys? 


Not every one will enjoy the blessings 
of the New Jerusalem. Some of those 
who are excluded are named in 21:8, 
27. These lists are influenced by conii- 
tions existing in John’s own time, par- 
ticularly the time of stress and strain 
just ahead. Thus the fearful are the 
craven, the cowards who would deny 
Christ to save their own lives; the un- 
believing are the faithless in the time of 
trial, 

Those who are admitted are the 
thirsty (21:6); those who conquer 
(21:7), those who can be called his 
servants (22:3). 

And yet John does not set any narrow 
tests for admission. The city, he tells 
us, is foursquare, and on each side there 
are three gates (21:13-16). This iss 
plain indication that the city can be et 
tered from different sides and in dit 
ferent ways, “It is not required o 
those who enter that they should 
limited to one language or race or poilt: 
of-view.” Nations shall walk amidst th 
light thereof and the kings of eart 
bring their glory into it. We should 
not attempt therefore to read out of the 
Kingdom those who do not agree will 
us on all points, but rather welcome & 
allies all those who love Christ and set 
to serve him. It is a moral test th# 
John applies in these chapters and 00 
a theological one (Cf. Mt, 7:21). 

The book closes with an invitatia 
(22:17). The Spirit is the Spirit 
Christ that speaks in our hearts. 
Bride is the church, those who ba 
learned till now the joys promised he 
the people of God who invite us to! 
come one of their number. ‘The Spit 
and the Bride say, ‘Come.’ And let} 
who hears say, ‘Come.’ And let } 
who is thirsty come, let him who ¢ 
sires take the water of life witho# 
price.”’ 
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BOOK NOTES 


IT SO HAPPENED. By Muriel Les- 
ter. Harper & Bros., New York. 240 
pp-, $2.00. 

This is an important book, written as 
it is by an important person, expound- 
ing as it does the thoughts and experi- 
ences of a pacifist and believer in non- 
yiolence during ten war-torn years. 
Setting out in 1937, the author traveled 
through China, Japan, America, Eng- 
land, Germany, Vienna, Prague, India, 
America again, and Latin America. In 
1941 she was interned in Trinidad. Per- 
mitted to return to England, her home, 
when the flying and rocket bombs were 
at their worst, she was ready at the 
close of the war to start out again 
on another mission of reconciliation 
through Europe. 

Miss Muriel Lester, founder of Kings- 
ley Hall in London’s Bow Street, now 
in her sixties, has given her life to the 
service of Christ, and her book merits 
a careful reading, from its brief fore- 
word by Dame Sybil Thorndike through 
the two appended tracts which, though 
written in the heat of one of the war’s 
most heated controversies, still have a 
timely meaning, as they deal with feed- 
ing Europe’s children, and the work of 
women in the work of the world. 

The book is _ thought-provoking 
throughout. There are memorable 
phrases and sentences to ponder, such 
as: “Freedom itself is negative. It 
supplies no aim to life’; ‘‘forgiveness— 
that most startling grace of Christian- 
ity”; “their criterion of devoutness is 
serenity”; ‘‘the obscene sight of a baby 
in a gas mask.” 

Indeed to some the value of the book 
may seem to be contained in such flashes 
of insight, rather than in any strength 
of persuasion or conclusion, There are 
of course many persons—this reviewer 
among them—who cannot accept its 
main thesis that there is nothing worse 
in the world than violence and war. 
There is, for instance, the failure to 
make a choice between the right and 
wrong behind the violence and war, for 
We have seen that war and violence can, 
at one and the same time, be on the side 
of man’s precious freedom—which we 
hold to be the right, and on the side of 
man’s total enslavement—which we 
hold to be the wrong. 

Yet there is much in the book with 
which all Christians can agree. All can 
agree with the German woman quoted 
a8 saying that the only adequate aim 
for human existence “is to work out in 
actual life in daily situations, in home, 
in school, factory, and politics, the creed 
of Christ, the Lord’s Prayer, the Beati- 
tudes.” All will agree that we must 
now try to save Europe by every means 
in our power, food being one of the most 
effective. All agree that we must more 
and more “expose our minds to the light 
and wisdom of God.” Surely, if we do 
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that there will eventually be no dis- 

agreement between pacifist and non- 

pacifist as to methods of bringing in the 

kingdom of God on earth, because the 

kingdom of God will have come. 
NATALIE (MRS. W. B.) BLANTON. 
Richmond, Va. 


THE WORLD’S GREAT MADONNAS. 
By Cynthia Pearl Maus. Harper & 
Bros., New York. 789 pp., $4.95. 

This would make a _ magnificent 
Christmas gift for any Christian family 
with its 114 full-page art reproductions 
and as many interpretations, together 
with poems, stories, hymns, carols, 
lullabies and folk songs from the vari- 
ous countries of Europe, Asia, Africa, 
Australia, North and South America 
telling about Mary and the Bethlehem 
Babe. As with her earlier Christ and 
the Fine Arts, Miss Maus has laid the 
Christian world under new obligation by 
her great contribution. A. N. B. 


AMBASSADOR IN CHAINS. By 
Hampton Adams. Bethany Press, St. 
Louis. 221 pp. $2.00. ; 

Nineteen topical sermons by the presi- 
dent of the International Convention of 
Disciples of Christ. Several splendid 
messages dealing with problems of faith 
and living, some emphasizing social 
righteousness and Christian unity. Not 
much originality in content or approach 
and rather vague movement in some. 
Not a “‘must” book. 


ELLISON A. SMYTH. 
Hartsville, S. C. 


STAMMER? 


This new 128-page book, “Stammering, 
Its Cause and Correction,”’ describes the 
Bogue Unit Method for scientific 
correction of stammering and 
stuttering —successful for 45 
years. ree—no obligation, 


Benjamin N. Bogue, Dept. 5815 Circle 
Tower. Indiorapoli« 4. Ind 








800K; 


Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. 8S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 

- the Church. 


Richmond 9, Va., or Dallas 1, Tex. 
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The Bennett Place. 
John Day. §$2.76. 

The World Within. 
Louise Aswell. 
Graw-Hill. $3.75. 

Books of Faith and Prayer. 
MeNeill. Harper & Bros., 
Book Club Selection.) 

Notes on the Psalms. By G. Campbell 
Morgan. Revell. $3.00, 

The Song of Our Syrian Quest. By Wil- 
liam Allen Knight. Pilgrim Press. $1.00. 

The Lord’s Prayer. By Ralph W. Sock- 
man. Pilgrim Press. $1.00. 

A Manual of Church Services. By Gordon 
Palmer. Revell. $2.25. 


Michael De Capite. 


Edited by Mary 
Whittlesey House, Mc- 


By John T. 
$2.00. (Pulpit 


PAMPHLETS 

The Christian Faith and Way. 
Franklin Rall. 
cents. 

Pilgtimate to Amsterdam. By H. G. G. 
Kerklots and Henry Smith Leiper. More- 
house-Gorham Co. $1.00. 

Pacific Asia. A Political Atlas. Samuel 


Van Valkenburg. Foreign Policy Assn. 
35c. 


Harris 
Abingdon-Cockesbury. 50 





Worship Folders 


For special days and general use. Lith- 
ographed on good stock suitable for 
mimeographing. 
Catalog and samples upon request. 
Get your copy today! , 
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Louisville 12, Ky. 
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When 
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and orchestra LEADERS. ‘Everything is 
in print and pictures. First you are told 
what to do. Then a picture shows you 
how to do it. Then you do it yourself and 
hear it. In a few short months you be- 
come a good musician—the life of every 
party. 
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Don’t Take Less Than the Best 


Don’t Take Less Than the Will of God 
for Your Life 


The foundation of Christian faith is in a clear recognition of the Sovereignty of God over 
all men and all things and a complete reference of everything both small and great to Him. 


I. God has a plan for every man 


Of David, God said, ‘‘A man after mine own heart who shall fulfill all My will.’’ Jesus 
said, ‘I come to do thy will. O God.’ Again: ‘‘My meat is to do the will of Him that sent 


Me.”’ Ananias gave this message from God to Saul of Tarsus: ‘“The God of our fathers 
hath chosen thee that thou shouldest know His will.”’ 


II. You may know God’s plan for you 


Jesus said: ‘If any man wills to do His will he shall know of the doctrine whether it be 
of God.”’ The organ of knowledge is obedience. 


III. You can do the will of God—with His help 


You are urged to ‘“‘work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,” 
‘it is God who worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure.”’ 


IV. You may find the true secret and the durable satisfaction of life 


“First,’’ said Edwin M. Poteat, ‘‘make up your mind that the will of God is the absolute 
best for you. Reaffirm it as the law of your life in the fuller knowledge that you have now 
gained. Go forward. One little step forward will do two things: (1) check the backward 


drag of your life, and (2) hold you in the right direction. Don’t beafraid. It is our Father’s 
will.”’ 


assured that 


V. You can relate your own life to His will 


George Muller suggests four tests as to the will of God for one’s career: ‘‘(1) Is it the 


Lord's work? (2) Am I the one to do it? (3) Is this the way it should be done? (4) Is 
the time ripe for doing it?”’ 


VI. For guidance look in, look up, look out 


Robert P. Wilder asked: “Is it not well in every problem of guidance to endeavor to 
reach the intersection of these three lines: (1) the will of God as revealed in the sacred Scrip- 
tures, (2) the will of God as revealed in providential circumstances, and (3) the will of God 
as revealed in prayer?” 

‘‘Look on the fields,”’ said Jesus, ‘‘for they are white already to harvest.’’ Three great 
human ministries which marked the life of Jesus are teaching, preaching, and healing. There 
is a loud and insistent call for teachers, preachers, and doctors and nurses today—and for 
those who wil] live the gospel in every vocation. 

Have you read ‘‘Every Man’s Life a Plan of God,’’ by Horace Bushnell, and ‘‘How to 
Know the Will of God,”’ by Prof. Henry Drummond? These will be sent free to those whose 
names and addresses are sent to the Louisville office. 


Executive Committee of Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Waue H. Boggs, Secretary Wm. H. Hopper, Treasurer 


410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 
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